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Sarah's	key	book	review	new	york	times

“Sarah’s	Key”	suffers	from	its	attempt	to	tackle	two	contrasting	stories:	a	heart-pounding	Holocaust	tale	and	a	thoughtful	exploration	of	personal	growth.	The	film's	premise,	which	pairs	these	two	narratives,	feels	flawed,	as	the	horror	of	the	past	should	be	given	more	weight	than	the	character-driven	story	that	follows.	In	Paris	in	1942,	Sarah's	family
is	torn	apart	during	a	roundup	at	the	Vélodrome	d'Hiver.	Years	later,	an	American	journalist	Julia	researches	her	own	article	about	the	event	and	becomes	obsessed	with	Sarah's	fate,	which	leads	to	a	gripping	but	uneven	narrative.	The	film	struggles	to	balance	its	portrayal	of	life-and-death	horror	with	more	mundane	concerns.	While	Kristin	Scott
Thomas	shines	in	her	role	as	Julia,	the	character's	quest	for	self-knowledge	feels	contrived	and	insensitive	given	the	gravity	of	the	Holocaust.	The	film's	message	becomes	muddled,	and	it	ultimately	trivializes	the	horrors	of	the	past.	Despite	its	flaws,	“Sarah’s	Key”	is	a	visually	striking	film	that	holds	its	ground	during	intense	scenes,	even	if	its	overall
tone	is	inconsistent.	The	film's	production	values	are	notable,	with	a	talented	cast	and	crew	behind	it.	With	a	PG-13	rating,	it's	clear	that	the	filmmakers	aimed	to	create	a	family-friendly	film,	but	this	approach	watered	down	the	impact	of	their	story.	Sarah's	Key,	written	by	Tatiana	de	Rosnay,	was	the	first	book	chosen	by	the	author	for	her	Jewish
Book	Circle.	The	novel	tells	the	story	of	an	11-year-old	Jewish	girl	named	Sarah	who	is	left	alone	with	her	younger	brother	in	Paris	when	their	father	goes	out.	As	they	wait	to	be	rounded	up	by	the	French	police,	Sarah	locks	her	brother	away	and	hides	a	key	to	release	him	later.	The	book	has	had	a	lasting	impact	on	the	author,	who	finished	reading	it
weeks	ago	but	continues	to	think	about	its	themes.	The	story	of	"Sarah's	Key"	is	told	through	two	parallel	narratives:	one	follows	Sarah,	a	young	Jewish	girl	living	in	France	during	WWII,	and	the	other	takes	place	60	years	later	with	Julia,	an	American	writer	living	in	Paris.	As	Julia	researches	her	book	about	the	60th	anniversary	of	the	deportation,	she
discovers	the	complicity	of	French	police	and	civilians	in	the	treatment	of	Jews,	including	children	like	Sarah.	The	two	stories	intertwine	as	Julia	learns	about	Sarah's	life	and	how	it	intersected	with	her	husband's	family.	The	book	raises	important	questions	about	moral	dilemmas,	particularly	during	times	of	war.	It	asks	what	we	would	have	done	if
faced	with	assisting	Jews,	knowing	the	risks	to	ourselves	and	our	families.	The	novel	also	explores	whether	we	have	a	right	to	tell	people	things	that	might	cause	them	pain,	even	if	it's	for	their	own	good.	The	author,	Tatiana	de	Rosnay,	handles	these	themes	with	sensitivity	and	humanity,	making	the	book	both	poignant	and	thought-provoking.	The
story	sheds	light	on	why	Holocaust	survivors	often	struggled	to	talk	about	their	experiences	after	liberation,	and	it	highlights	the	importance	of	sharing	these	stories	with	future	generations.	Overall,	"Sarah's	Key"	is	a	powerful	exploration	of	human	nature,	morality,	and	the	importance	of	telling	difficult	truths.	Many	who	have	endured	great	hardships
often	feel	compelled	to	share	their	experiences	–	but	survivors	of	the	Holocaust	are	an	exception	to	this	rule.	While	some	are	now	able	to	speak	publicly	about	their	past,	others	remain	uncomfortable	sharing	their	stories	even	today.	The	novel	"Sarah's	Key"	offers	a	glimpse	into	this	silence	and	the	courage	it	takes	for	those	who	have	experienced	such
trauma	to	speak	out	time	and	again.	I	recall	speaking	with	a	Holocaust	survivor	in	our	congregation	who	told	me	that	he	doesn't	feel	guilty	for	surviving	when	his	family	members	did	not	–	instead,	he	feels	a	deep	responsibility	to	ensure	their	memory	is	never	forgotten.	The	novel	"Sarah's	Key"	explores	this	theme	in	its	own	way,	even	though	it's
fiction.	It	educates	and	moves	the	reader,	much	like	a	good	novel	should.	If	you	read	it,	I	think	you'll	be	deeply	rewarded.	This	New	York	Times	bestseller,	written	by	Tatiana	De	Rosnay,	tells	a	powerful	story	that	highlights	the	love	between	siblings	and	the	importance	of	the	French	roundup	in	1942.	It's	a	tribute	to	the	children	of	Vel'	d'Hiv',	and	it's
received	praise	from	many	people,	including	other	authors,	Holocaust	survivors,	and	The	Roanoke	Times.	What	I	think	makes	"Sarah's	Key"	stand	out	is	its	fresh	approach	to	storytelling	–	it	introduces	two	protagonists	living	in	different	eras,	Sarah's	story	in	1942	and	Julia	Jarmond's	in	the	present	day.	As	their	stories	intertwine,	they	explore	both
Sarah's	experience	during	the	Holocaust	and	Julia's	struggle	to	understand	the	Vel'	d'Hiv'.	The	way	the	novel	switches	between	these	perspectives	can	be	a	bit	jarring,	but	it	adds	to	the	complexity	of	the	story.	The	storytelling	style	in	Sarah's	Key	may	be	unpredictable,	with	abrupt	plot	changes	that	can	make	it	challenging	to	follow	each	protagonist's
narrative.	However,	these	transitions	also	create	suspense	and	leave	readers	eager	to	learn	more.	The	unique	format,	which	jumps	between	two	settings,	sets	this	book	apart	from	others.	The	characters	are	vital	to	the	novel's	success,	and	their	portrayal	provides	a	realistic	and	intimate	connection	with	the	reader.	The	protagonists'	determination	is
fueled	by	their	desires	and	needs,	making	them	relatable	and	inspiring.	Sarah's	longing	for	her	brother	and	freedom	parallels	Julia's	quest	for	truth	about	the	underrecognized	roundup.	Despite	the	age	difference	between	the	characters,	they	share	striking	similarities	in	their	virtues	and	characteristics.	Their	persistence	is	both	moving	and
motivating.	The	novel	does	not	shy	away	from	depicting	the	horrors	of	the	Holocaust,	including	death,	loss,	and	abuse.	While	these	events	can	be	distressing,	they	are	essential	to	acknowledging	the	tragedy	that	occurred	during	this	time	period.	The	author's	portrayal	of	love	and	hope	amidst	the	devastation	adds	a	touch	of	sympathy	and	humanity	to
the	story.	Tatiana	De	Rosnay's	writing	style	effectively	conveys	the	horrors	of	the	Holocaust	without	being	too	graphic	or	disturbing	for	most	audiences.	The	novel's	beauty	lies	in	its	portrayal	of	the	characters'	actions	as	they	strive	to	achieve	their	goals	despite	the	atrocities	around	them.	The	author's	exploration	of	virtues	such	as	honesty,	love,	and
care	within	her	characters	adds	depth	to	the	story.	Overall,	Sarah's	Key	is	a	compelling	fictional	account	that	keeps	readers	engaged	with	its	unpredictable	storytelling	style,	relatable	characters,	and	thought-provoking	themes.
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